United Kingdom national survey of the views of geriatric psychiatrists on the administration of electroconvulsive therapy to patients with fractures.
Traditionally, psychiatrists have been cautious in administering electroconvulsive therapy (ECT) to patients with recent fractures. Drawing on the collective experience of geriatric psychiatrists in the United Kingdom may allow a better understanding of the use of ECT in fractures. The opinions of UK consultant geriatric psychiatrists on the use of ECT in the presence of recent fracture were acquired by a detailed questionnaire survey. Questionnaires were sent to 551 geriatric psychiatrists, and 306 (56%) usable responses were received. Twelve percent of geriatric psychiatrists had used ECT in fractures, and 55% would be prepared to administer ECT in the presence of fractures. They would seek specialist advice from anesthetists and orthopedic surgeons before, during, and after the administration of ECT. Geriatric psychiatrists generally did not seek advice from specialist ECT consultants. The researchers concluded that geriatric psychiatrists are prepared to administer ECT in the presence of fractures after seeking specialist advice from anesthetists and orthopedic surgeons.